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WELCOME TO READ GEORGIA!

Read Georgia is a program where
churches partner with local schools to

work one-on-one with chi ldren on
their l iteracy ski l ls .  The goal of Read
Georgia is to see chi ldren and their

famil ies introduced to the love of Jesus
and brought to a saving knowledge of

Jesus Christ.
https://missiongeorgia.org/readgeorgia/

Area Schools will

begin in August.

Watch for details on

the Prayer Walk for

our schools. 

https://missiongeorgia.org/readgeorgia/
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PRAY. LOVE. SERVE.

S. GRANT HIGNIGHT • ASSOCIATIONAL MISSION STRATEGIST [AMS]
229.200.0336 •  MERCER.THOMAS.AMS@GMAIL.COM

�  Schools  beginning the 2021-2022 school  year .  F irs t  day for  s tudents  in Thomasvi l le  schools  is  August   

�  SPARK Conference  launches August  12th and is  free through September 6th for  a l l  who regis ter .  Cl ick    

�  BRN Outreach Events  (1 )  on August  21st  in the Kensington Community  of  Phi ladelphia ,  where haircuts   

�  GBMB Southwest  Region Missions Tour  on August  23rd ,  2 :30 p .m. ,  a t  Byne Memorial  Bapt is t  Church,  

�  GBMB Disaster  Rel ief  Training  on September 18th at  L ighthouse Bapt is t  Church,  Warner Robins .  Watch 

�  Mercer Associat ion Annual  Meet ing  on Sunday ,  October 3rd ,  a t  Paul ine Bapt is t  Church.  

�  Thomas County  Associat ion Annual  Meet ing  on Tuesday ,  October 19th ,  a t  Boston Bapt is t  Church.

�  GBMB Pastors  and Wives  Retreat  coming October 22nd-24th at  Lake Lanier  Legacy Lodge ,  Buford ,  GA.  

�  GBMB Annual  Meet ing  November 8th-9th at  F irs t  Bapt is t  Church,  Jonesboro ,  GA.

July  15 ,  2021

Dear Brothers  and Sis ters ,

Jesus te l ls  us  the Father  is  a lways  working and that  he does what  he sees  the Father  doing ( John 15 :17 ,  19) .

What  does God i l luminate  to  you and me so that  we can join him in what  he is  doing?  Oh,  that  we would have

eyes  to  see ,  ears  to  hear ,  and hearts  to  trust  and obey our LORD!

Whatever  God i l luminates  to  us ,  we know that  we are cal led to  pray for  these people ,  mat ters ,  and events .  We

also know that  we are to  love and serve as  Jesus himsel f  has  loved us and served us ( John 13 :34-35 ;  John 13 :1-

14) .

Here are some things God has i l luminated to  me which I  am to share wi th you.  God himsel f  wi l l  te l l  you how

you are to  pray ,  love ,  and serve re lated to  these things .

       2nd.  F irs t  day for  s tudents  in Brooks County  Schools  and Thomas County  Schools  is  August  9 th .

       th is  l ink for  more information:  www. thesparkconference .com.

       wi l l  be  g iven for  free and new shoes wi l l  be  exchanged for  o ld ones ,  (2 )  on August  22nd on the Jersey

       Shore ,  where backpacks wi l l  be  g iven out  as  part  of  a  school  and community  outreach,  and (3)  on August  

       30th in Cape May County ,  NJ ,  SOAR Church is  co-sponsoring Uni ty  in the Community .

       A lbany .  This  gathering wi l l  feature Pastor  Kevin Wil l iams,  GBMB President ,  and Thomas Hammond,      

       GBMB Execut ive  Director .  Who wi l l  go wi th me?

       for  more information.

       Regis trat ion wi l l  open in August .  Addi t ional  detai ls  to  come.  P lease send your pastors  and their  wives  to       

       th is  retreat .

Thank you for  jo ining God in what  he is  doing as  you Pray ,  Love ,  Serve ,

Bro .  Grant
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This retreat is designed specifically for Pastors and their wives.
Each participant will receive personalized coaching by some of the
finest pastors in the Southern Baptist Convention. It is a time to be

renewed and fed spiritually, emotionally and physically. You will
even be assisted with pulpit supply if requested.

 
Cost: $99 per couple/room 

(includes housing, meals and t-shirts, and pulpit supply option)
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DON'T MISSDON'T MISSDON'T MISS
THISTHISTHIS

OPPORTUNITYOPPORTUNITYOPPORTUNITY



SCHOOL
Prayer
WALK
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News to Know

 
 
 
 

NEW PASTOR START DATE
 

This past Sunday, First Baptist
Thomasvil le,   voted to call  Paul Ballard as

their next senior pastor,  and he has
accepted the posit ion! Paul 's f irst offic ial

Sunday wil l  be August 15.  Please be
praying for Paul and his wife Libbie during
this t ime of transit ion. Learn more about

Paul here. 
 

If  you missed Paul 's message on Sunday,
you can watch it  here.

 
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/6d9e3e3d301/f0f1e807-3a25-40d2-a02f-898bddb5c193.pdf
https://vimeo.com/574040138
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Morven Baptist Church
VBS

Thomasville First
Baptist Church VBS
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Mercer Baptist Association

We are excited to hear what God leads him to share! The annual meeting will be held on October

3rd at Pauline Baptist Church, 6pm. 

The keynote speaker for the MBA Annual Meeting will be Tim Dowdy. Tim is the Pastor Wellness

Lead Catalyst with the GBMB. Tim and Christie have been married for 39 years and they have one

son, Micah. He and his wife, Kelly, have two sons, Jack and Wyatt. For 31 years Tim served as the

Lead Pastor of Eagle’s Landing First Baptist Church until May 2020. He led the church from a

mission with 38 people in 1989 to a church and Christian Academy, with an enrollment of 1000

students, sharing a 141 acre campus. During his time as pastor the church averaged baptizing 2.4

each week for 31 years. From 2004-2012 Tim served as a Trustee of the North American Mission

Board and served as chairman 2010-2012.  In January of 2020 he became the Lead Strategist for

Pastor Wellness for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board and is grateful to be able to serve pastors

and their families across the State of Georgia.

Thomas County Baptist Association

ANNUALANNUAL
MEETINGSMEETINGS

TCBA has invited JJ Washington to be the keynote speaker for the Annual Meeting being held on October 19th at 5:30.

Boston Baptist Church will be hosting the meeting this year. 

JJ Washington grew up in Clearwater, FL, and Stone Mountain, graduating from Stone Mountain High School in 1999. JJ

earned a football scholarship to play cornerback for the North Carolina State Wolfpack from 1999–2003. During the Fall

of 2000, against their rivals, the University of North Carolina, he tore his ACL (Anterior Cruciate Ligament) in his left

knee, which ended his season. During the rehabilitation period following surgery, JJ was introduced to a local pastor at a

campus Bible study in the summer of 2001. JJ, seeking someone to pray over his knee, ended up having a life changing

experience when Rev. David Cameron shared the Gospel with him.

 On that night, JJ repented of his sin and personally accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior & Lord and the rest is history! JJ

quickly got involved with several campus ministries, and within one year (2002) he began to preach the Gospel on the

campus, and led devotionals and Bible studies on a weekly basis. In 2003, with one year of eligibility remaining, JJ decided

to forgo his last year of football, graduate with his B.A. in Communications, and enter the ministry. 

Since 2003, JJ has served as a children’s pastor, youth pastor, and participated in several church plants. After later serving

several years on the staff at First Baptist Church Woodstock as an assistant to Dr. Johnny Hunt, JJ served as the pastor of

their sister church Woodstock Church- Austell thru 2019. JJ later joined the church strengthening team for the Georgia

Baptist Mission Board in January 2020. Prior to transitioning to the Evangelism Catalyst for the church strengthening

team in January 2021, JJ served as the Missions Consultant for the West Central Region. JJ is a licensed and ordained

minister, and he holds a Master of Arts Degree in Leadership (Luther Rice Seminary), a Master of Divinity Degree (Luther

Rice Seminary), and a Doctor of Ministry Degree (Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary). JJ has been married to his

wife, Tamara B. Washington for 17 years and they have two children, Jairus age 14, and Jayla age 9.



It's not too early to begin

planning for your church's

participation in this great project!

Exciting News!
We will be partnering with Operation

Christmas Child to serve as the Christmas

Shoebox collection center for this area.  We

would like to thank Michelle Aldridge for

volunteering as our Site Coordinator. Please

pray about this area of ministry and if you

feel God leading you to join with us, contact

me! There will be more info coming soon. 
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Even during a pandemic, you
blessed chi ldren and teens in
Georgia and Appalachia with 

17,625 backpacks

GABAPTIST.ORG/BACKPACKS 

THE GOAL FOR 2021 IS
25,000 BACKPACKS

How many will your

church pack?

http://gabaptist.org/backpacks
http://gabaptist.org/backpacks


Coast ing on pre-pandemic momentum is not an opt ion for ministry
today.  SPARK is here to del iver "rocket fuel"  so that you can equip
yourself  (and your leaders) in a post-pandemic world .   Last year

SPARK equipped over 6 ,500 local  church leaders ,  and this year you
can expect an even better conference.   

Our object ive:  get your ministry to a level  you could only previously
dream about .

OUR TOTAL CHURCH EQUIPPING CONFERENCE IS BACK!
 

FREE AND 100% ONLINE!
 

OVER 40 BREAKOUTS COVERING NEARLY EVERY AREA OF LOCAL CHURCH MINISTRY!
 

KEYNOTES:  TONY EVANS, CHARLES LOWERY, DAVID KINNAMAN, BEN MANDRELL
 

>> SAVE THE DATE <<
LIVESTREAM AUGUST 12,  THEN 3 WEEKS OF FREE ACCESS TO ALL CONTENT!

 
>> SIGN UP AT <<

HTTPS://WWW.THESPARKCONFERENCE.COM/
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THOMAS COUNTY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION WILL HOST A SPARK EVENT ON
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12 .  

PASTOR PRAYER TIME WILL BE MOVED OR CANCELLED FOR THAT DAY.  

https://www.thesparkconference.com/


Register for this training here:

 

https://gabaptist.org/pastorwellness/
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The Domino Effect outl ines seven
dominoes every church can push over to
develop an evangelist ic culture in their

respective fel lowships.  This strategy not
only names the dominoes but also walks

you through a process of learning how to
execute the strategy in your local church.

Download here:
https://gabaptist.egnyte.com/dl/YdQKUk

W4Nx/?

Mercer Baptist Annual Meeting  Thomas County Baptist Annual Meeting
October 3, 2021

4:30 pm
Pauline Baptist Church

 

October 19, 2021
5:30

Boston Baptist Church

https://gabaptist.org/pastorwellness/
https://gabaptist.egnyte.com/dl/YdQKUkW4Nx/
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associational

Contact info
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Associational 
Mission Strategist

 
Grant  Hignight

mercer . thomas .ams@gmai l . com
229-200-0336

 
 

Ministry Assistants

 

Mercer  Bapt i s t  Assoc iat ion
Caryn Robinson

crobinson64@windstream.net
 

Karen Haineaul t
twofrogzkh@hotmai l . com

229-834-4654
 

Thomas County Bapt i s t  Assoc iat ion
Robin Owens

1020 Remington Ave .
Thomasv i l le ,  GA 31792

rowens@thomascountybapt i s t .org
229-225-1177

 
 


